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KAL 902 / A POLAR FLIGHT IN PERIL
Special Dossier 15 / 20 April 1978 — navigation, interception, survival and competing explanations.

A journey from Paris to Seoul via Anchorage ended on a frozen lake in the Soviet Union. Between departure
and rescue lay a major deviation, a military interception and two dead passengers. This dossier follows the
human story and the competing explanations built around it. Beter’s Audio Letter 33 is compared with
diplomatic, aviation and space-history records.

1
THE EVENT
20 April 1978 / Boeing 707

KAL 902 is a distinct case. KAL 007 in 1983 involved a different flight, aircraft and disaster. Dates and
aircraft identities must remain separate.

2
THE SOURCES
A tape, diplomats and technical archives

The transcript establishes Beter’s words. Rueckert and Tomsen draw on diplomatic experience; NASA,
NRO, FAA and FRUS provide independently checkable context.

3
THE DISPUTES
Navigation, signals, counts and intent

Where sources conflict, the difference stays visible. Accuracy includes admitting reconstruction limits
and declining to invent records that have not been found.

HOW TO READ THIS DOSSIER

CLAIM identifies Beter’s interpretation. RECORD marks a documented historical or technical point. Editorial
questions explain what would be needed to test a claim. All scenes are newly created illustrations, not period
photographs or exact technical drawings.

SOURCES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

Audio Letter transcripts establish what Beter claimed. Contemporary documents, archives and institutional
histories provide separate verification and context. Captions are editorial paraphrases; images are newly
created illustrations. Full references are in Sources.pdf and Sources.txt attached to the PDF and included in the
ZIP.

Sources: Sources.txt / source register and verification notes.

www.peterdavidbeter.com
EDITORIAL OVERVIEW - Beter’s narrative does not establish the alleged secret operations.

https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/
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1 / A POLAR FLIGHT GOES ASTRAY
20 April 1978: Paris, a planned Anchorage stop, and an unexpected Soviet destination.

1 DEPARTURE FROM PARIS
A Boeing 707 leaves Orly for Seoul via Anchorage. This is
Flight 902 in 1978: keep it separate from the 1983 Flight 007
disaster. [H1, H3]

2 THE AIRCRAFT
ICAO lists the aircraft as a Boeing 707, registration HL7429.
The picture is a new illustration; it is not a photograph or a
record of the exact cockpit configuration. [H3]

3 THE PLANNED CROSSING
The intended journey continued toward Alaska. Instead, the
airliner reached the Barents Sea and Soviet airspace. A route
deviation is established; motive needs separate evidence.
[H1, H2]

4 NAVIGATION IN THE NORTH
FAA guidance treats polar areas and magnetic unreliability as
special operational problems. That general fact does not
identify the precise failure aboard this particular aircraft. [H4]

5 SUNLIGHT IS A CLUE
A sun position can prompt a cross-check; it is not by itself a
complete flight reconstruction. Our analysis must consider
time, heading, instruments and what each witness could
actually see.

6 A SENSITIVE COAST
The Kola region contained important Soviet naval and
military sites. Geography explains the alarm, but crossing a
sensitive region alone does not establish a reconnaissance
assignment. [H1]

Sources: [H1–H4] Pan Am; Rueckert; ICAO; FAA.
www.peterdavidbeter.com

COMIC VISUALIZATION - Beter’s account; does not establish the allegations as historical fact.

https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/
https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/docs/all/dbal33.html
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2 / INTERCEPTION, DAMAGE, SURVIVAL
The central human event: a civilian aircraft was attacked, yet most aboard survived.

1 THE INTERCEPTOR
Soviet Su-15 fighters intercepted the airliner. The two sides
later gave conflicting accounts of signals, radio contact and
the crew’s response. [H2]

2 CONTACT IN DISPUTE
The pilot described unsuccessful radio calls; Soviet accounts
alleged disobedience. Neither a dramatic drawing nor an
imagined cockpit dialogue can settle that disagreement. [H2]

3 A MISSILE ACCOUNT
Diplomats George Rueckert and Peter Tomsen describe a
missile or rocket strike. Beter says gunfire. We illustrate the
missile account and mark the disagreement explicitly. [H2,
H5, P1]

4 IN THE CABIN
The damaged wing and punctured fuselage were followed by
decompression and a rapid descent. Two passengers died.
The survivors’ fear deserves attention independently of every
geopolitical theory. [H1]

5 ICE INSTEAD OF A RUNWAY
The crew brought the damaged jet onto a frozen Karelian
lake. The landing preserved many lives; it did not resolve
why the plane had strayed so far. [H1, H5]

6 HELP AND CUSTODY
The episode became both a rescue and a diplomatic
detention case. South Korea sought American help because it
had no embassy in Moscow; Japan also pressed for
assistance. [H5]

Sources: [H1, H2, H5] Pan Am; Rueckert; Tomsen / ADST.
www.peterdavidbeter.com

COMIC VISUALIZATION - Beter’s account; does not establish the allegations as historical fact.

https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/
https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/docs/all/dbal33.html
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3 / BETER’S “FLYING LUSITANIA”
CLAIM: the following scenes visualize an allegation, not recovered evidence.

1 CLAIM / THE ANALOGY
Beter casts passengers as cover for espionage. His Lusitania
comparison supplies a moral frame, but an analogy cannot
demonstrate what equipment an aircraft carried.

2 CLAIM / HIDDEN SENSORS
He alleges reconnaissance instruments aboard. This
conceptual rack is our illustration, not a recovered item. A
convincing test would require an authenticated inventory,
photograph or inspection record.

3 CLAIM / A CIA LINK
He alleges coded transmissions to CIA receivers. To establish
that link, an intercepted message must have traceable origin,
timing and content; a generic radio room proves nothing.

4 CLAIM / INTENTIONAL ROUTE
He treats the deviation as deliberate. Our question is
narrower: which observation distinguishes a planned mission
from navigation failure? Proximity to a base cannot answer
this alone.

5 CLAIM / MISSING SATELLITES
He explains the mission by a lost U.S. spy-satellite network.
This argument depends on a second major allegation. The
next page checks that orbital premise against independent
records.

6 CLAIM / VANCE’S DECISION
The intelligence supposedly let Vance keep delaying an
agreement. A coherent story still needs a documented chain
connecting collection, delivery, receipt and a changed
decision.

Sources: [P1] AL33, topic 2.
www.peterdavidbeter.com

COMIC VISUALIZATION - Beter’s account; does not establish the allegations as historical fact.

https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/
https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/docs/all/dbal33.html
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4 / THE ORBITAL PREMISE
Names of real spacecraft do not authenticate the missions assigned to them in a story.

1 CLAIM / COSMOS 929
Beter portrays Cosmos 929 as a beam-armed interceptor.
The image is speculative. A spacecraft designation is an
identification label, not evidence for the weapon shown here.

2 RECORD / TKS TEST
NASA’s hardware history identifies Cosmos 929 as an
unmanned TKS test launched on 17 July 1977. It combined a
return capsule with the FGB module. [H6]

3 AN IMAGE NEEDS A CAUSE
A sky glow can be photographed while its cause remains
uncertain. Assigning it to a secret battle requires
independent orbital, timing and physical evidence. This panel
represents a question.

4 RECORD / RECONNAISSANCE
NRO records place the HEXAGON reconnaissance program in
1971–1986. It used panoramic cameras and returned
exposed film in recovery vehicles; it was not a beam weapon.
[H7]

5 CONTINUITY, NOT A BLANK SKY
The declassified history records continuing missions beyond
1978. That conflicts with a sweeping story of permanent
elimination. It does not, by itself, reveal every capability on
one particular day. [H8]

6 KEEP THE RECORDS DISTINCT
An orbital test, a reported light and an intelligence theory are
different kinds of information. Here spacecraft drawings are
illustrative: consult the linked NASA and NRO records for
technical identification.

Sources: [P1, H6–H8] AL33; NASA Mir Hardware Heritage; NRO histories.
www.peterdavidbeter.com

COMIC VISUALIZATION - Beter’s account; does not establish the allegations as historical fact.

https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/
https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/docs/all/dbal33.html
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5 / MOSCOW, SEOUL AND THE WAY HOME
Diplomacy is documented; an alleged exchange of favors requires its own evidence.

1 20 APRIL / VANCE AND GROMYKO
Vance’s cable records lengthy Moscow talks on SALT II that
day, followed by a private discussion. The coincidence in date
is real and can be checked directly. [H9, H10]

2 WHAT THE CABLES CONTAIN
The documents discuss missile ceilings, new weapon types,
dismantling and the Backfire bomber. They show negotiation,
disagreement and proposed compromises; they do not
document an order for Flight 902. [H9, H10]

3 THE KOREAN TROOP QUESTION
Beter connects the affair to delayed U.S. withdrawals from
Korea. A 21 April policy memorandum separately discusses
withdrawal adjustments in a broader Asian strategy. Timing
alone cannot prove a bargain. [P1, H11]

4 A CONSULAR TASK
Tomsen recalls negotiations over access and release,
involving Soviet official Mikhail Kapitsa. This testimony
describes diplomatic crisis management, not evidence that
the civil flight was commissioned as espionage. [H5]

5 PAN AM TO HELSINKI
A Pan Am Boeing 727 evacuated the released group from
Murmansk to Helsinki. Rueckert places the formal handover
early on 23 April; the pilot and navigator remained detained.
[H1, H2]

6 THE LAST TWO RETURN
The two flight officers were subsequently released;
photographs place their arrival in Copenhagen on 29 April.
Their statements must be read in the context of detention
and interrogation. [H2]

Sources: [H2, H5, H9–H11] Rueckert; ADST; FRUS 200, 201, 76.
www.peterdavidbeter.com

COMIC VISUALIZATION - Beter’s account; does not establish the allegations as historical fact.

https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/
https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/docs/all/dbal33.html
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6 / WHAT THE EVIDENCE CAN CARRY
A dramatic case becomes clearer when each source is asked only what it can answer.

1 COUNTS THAT DO NOT MATCH
Published totals vary: the Pan Am history gives 110 aboard;
Rueckert’s breakdown totals 113. We preserve the
discrepancy rather than manufacture a definitive manifest
from inconsistent accounts. [H1, H2]

2 DAMAGE VERSUS INTERPRETATION
An injured wing and cabin do not identify a secret mission.
Physical damage, weapon identification and political intent
are three separate questions, each requiring appropriate
evidence.

3 WITNESSES HAVE LIMITS
The diplomats were participants in the aftermath, not
observers inside both cockpits. Their accounts matter, but
recollection, debriefing and direct observation must not be
treated as interchangeable. [H2, H5]

4 THE HUMAN SCALE
The diary motif is an illustration of a passenger’s perspective,
not a facsimile. Fear and survival explain the force of this
story without converting either into evidence of a conspiracy.

5 WHAT WOULD CHANGE THE RESULT?
Authenticated orders, a verified equipment inventory or a
traceable intelligence transmission could materially change
an assessment. An unanswered question is a reason to
investigate, not permission to fill the gap.

6 A MEASURED ENDING
The attack, emergency landing and diplomatic rescue are
supported across records. The espionage interpretation
remains unestablished in the sources examined. The two
lives lost are not a rhetorical device.

Sources: [P1, H1–H12] AL33; Pan Am; ADST; NASA; NRO; FRUS; ICAO.
www.peterdavidbeter.com

COMIC VISUALIZATION - Beter’s account; does not establish the allegations as historical fact.

https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/
https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/docs/all/dbal33.html
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TIMELINE / EVENTS AND CLAIMS
Documented events are distinguished from dates in Beter’s narrative.

DATE EVENT / SOURCE SIGNIFICANCE / CLAIM

17 Jul 1977 Cosmos 929 / NASA Unmanned TKS test; a documented role unlike Beter’s
portrayal.

2 Feb 1978 FGB flight ends NASA records deliberate deorbit of the Cosmos 929
orbital section.

20 Apr 1978 KAL 902 departs Paris–Anchorage–Seoul was the planned itinerary.

20–21 Apr Attack and landing Interception, damage and an emergency landing on
Karelian ice.

20 Apr 1978 Vance’s cables FRUS documents SALT II discussions with Gromyko.

21 Apr 1978 Asian strategy Brzezinski’s memorandum also considers Korean
withdrawal adjustments.

23 Apr 1978 Group handed over According to Rueckert, evacuation to Helsinki followed.

28 Apr 1978 Audio Letter 33 Beter presents his interpretation eight days after the
event.

29 Apr 1978 Two officers return The released pilot and navigator arrive in Copenhagen.

1 Sep 1983 KAL 007 / separate case That later incident is not the subject of SD15.

SURVIVAL IS DOCUMENTED. A SECRET TASK IS NOT.

The examined records support a narrative of flight, attack and rescue diplomacy. They do not establish a covert CIA
assignment. Independent witnesses also disagree; uncertain details therefore remain labeled and the complete
source register is attached.

Sources: Sources.txt / Sources.pdf — complete source register attached.

www.peterdavidbeter.com
EDITORIAL OVERVIEW - Beter’s narrative does not establish the alleged secret operations.

https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/
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PETER DAVID BETER — SD15 / KAL 902


REGISTER PRAMEŇOV / SOURCE REGISTER


Overené / Checked: 10 October 2026. Incident: 20 April 1978; AL33: 28 April 1978.


METÓDA / METHOD


Slovenské aj anglické texty sú nové redakčné parafrázy. Označenie TVRDENIE / CLAIM patrí Beterovmu podaniu;
ďalšie popisky uvádzajú historický kontext, svedeckú výpoveď alebo vlastnú redakčnú analýzu. Ilustrácie vznikli
osobitne cez image generation; nejde o fotografie, dokumenty ani presné technické výkresy.


Both language editions contain new editorial paraphrases. CLAIM identifies Beter's account. Other captions provide
historical context, attributed testimony or editorial reasoning. Newly generated illustrations are not archival
photographs, documents or exact engineering drawings.


[P1] Peter David Beter, Audio Letter 33, 28 April 1978.


https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/docs/all/dbal33.html


Prečítané celé / Read in full: introduction, Topics 1–3 and closing. Topic 2 is the direct source of the alleged
espionage mission, coded CIA link, satellite-loss explanation and connection to Vance's diplomacy. Topic 1
provides the surrounding financial narrative; Topic 3 the wider warning about war. The transcript is evidence of
what Beter said, not independent corroboration. Its page states that it is reproduced under an open license
granted by Audio Books, Inc. No invented dialogue is attributed to Beter or passengers.


[H1] Pan Am Historical Foundation, Korean Airlines Flight 902: A Brush with Death / The Star of Hope.


https://www.panam.org/jet-age/fate-of-the-star-of-hope


Institutional airline history: planned Paris–Anchorage–Seoul route, airframe background, damage, lake landing,
evacuation by Pan Am 727. It reports 110 aboard and leaves guns versus missile uncertain. It is a retrospective
account drawing on contemporary news, not the original flight-data record. Its claim that the captain had flown the
route many times differs from H2; the comic does not decide that point.


[H2] George L. Rueckert, KAL 902 is Down: When the Soviets Attacked an Airliner.


https://historynet.com/kal-902-is-down-when-the-soviets-attacked-an-airliner/


Published 2 December 2019; originally in Aviation History, January 2020. First-person account by the U.S. diplomat
involved in the handover; based on contemporaneous notes, debriefings and press reports. Used for disputed
intercept signals, the missile account, evacuation and detention/release. His listed 97 passengers and 16 crew
total 113, unlike H1's 110; neither is silently converted into a definitive manifest. His direct participation concerns
the aftermath; flight details are reconstructed, not eyewitness observation from the aircraft. Arrival in Copenhagen
is dated 29 April in the reproduced AP photograph caption.


[H3] International Civil Aviation Organization, SGWI/2 report, Appendix 1, Airline War Risks Liability Losses.


https://www.icao.int/secretariat/legal/Meetings/sgwi2_report.pdf


The table separately identifies the 20 April 1978 Boeing 707, HL7429, and the 1 September 1983 Boeing 747,
HL7442. Used only for aircraft/date identity and keeping KAL 902 separate from KAL 007. This insurance-oriented
table is not a causal accident investigation.


[H4] U.S. Federal Aviation Administration, Flight Operations Group, Oceanic and Remote operations; Polar and
Areas of Magnetic Unreliability guidance.


https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/offices/afx/afs/afs400/afs410/oceanic_remote


https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/atpubs/aip_html/part2_enr_section_4.1.html


Used for general navigation concepts and the existence of special polar/magnetic guidance. Modern FAA guidance
does not prove the equipment fit or exact failure mechanism of HL7429 in 1978. The dossier does not impose
modern GPS procedures on a 1978 cockpit.


[H5] Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Ambassador Peter Tomsen, oral history, Part I.







https://adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Tomsen.Peter.Pt1.pdf


Initial interview 20 April 2016; copyright 2022 ADST. Relevant passage: printed pages 260–261 (PDF pages
260–261, counting the first page as 1). Tomsen discusses Kapitsa, the Soviet attack and negotiation over release.
He recalls rockets and a frozen-lake landing. His characterization of the victims' nationality and his passenger
arithmetic differ from other accounts and are not adopted. Oral history is attributed testimony, not a substitute for
flight or weapons records.


[H6] David S. F. Portree, Mir Hardware Heritage, NASA RP-1357, 1995.


https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/static/history/sp-4225/documentation/mhh/mirheritage.pdf


Sections 3.2 and 3.3.4; printed pages 157 and 160 (PDF pages 171 and 174). Cosmos 929: unmanned TKS flight,
launched 17 July 1977; capsule separated 18 August; orbital FGB deliberately deorbited 2 February 1978. This
supplies an independently documented hardware identity, unlike the beam-interceptor role in P1.


[H7] U.S. National Reconnaissance Office, Declassified NRO Programs and Projects, HEXAGON (1971–1986).


https://www.nro.gov/foia-home/foia-declassified-nro-programs-and-projects/


Institutional program description: panoramic stereo photography, film-return vehicles, missions 1201–1220. Used
for the existence and nature of the reconnaissance program, not a claim about exact global coverage at the time
of KAL 902.


[H8] National Reconnaissance Office, NRO History in Photos, 2024.


https://www.nro.gov/Portals/135/Documents/history/csnr/NRO_History_in_Photos_7May2024_web.pdf


https://www.nro.gov/Portals/65/documents/history/csnr/articles/docs/journal-03.pdf


The institutional histories describe the continuation of HEXAGON through the 1980s, with 19 successful launches
and failure of the final launch in 1986. A program history cannot certify every satellite's availability on one day, but
it contradicts an inference that U.S. satellite reconnaissance ceased permanently in 1978. Spacecraft artwork is
conceptual, not an authenticated image of a specific mission.


[H9] U.S. Department of State, FRUS 1969–1976, Volume XXXIII, SALT II, 1972–1980, document 200.


https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76v33/d200


Vance to State, Moscow, 20 April 1978, 2135Z. Documents the private Gromyko discussion, negotiating proposals
and remaining issues. It confirms the actual meeting, not the alleged intelligence link to KAL 902.


[H10] Same FRUS volume, document 201.


https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76v33/d201


Vance to State, Moscow, 20 April 1978, 2215Z. Records the day's delegation meetings and disagreement over
treaty provisions. No flight-tasking order or secret passenger-aircraft mission is established by this document.


[H11] FRUS 1977–1980, Volume I, Foundations of Foreign Policy, document 76.


https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1977-80v01/d76


Brzezinski to Carter, 21 April 1978, NSC Weekly Report 55. The Asian-policy discussion includes adjustments to
Korean troop withdrawals. Used to distinguish a documented policy issue from Beter's alleged quid pro quo.
Temporal association is not proof of causation.


[H12] Republic of Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Open Data event record EV02167.


https://opendata.mofa.go.kr/core/resource/Event/EV02167.page


Institutional event index for the 1978 Korean Air 902 shootdown / Murmansk incident and related organizations.
Used as a catalog cross-check, not as evidence for details absent from the record. A linked catalog entry is not the
underlying diplomatic file.


ZÁVER OVERENIA / VERIFICATION LIMIT


Preskúmané zdroje nepotvrdzujú zadanie CIA ani tajnú aparatúru na palube. To nie je vyhlásenie, že sme
preskúmali všetky existujúce archívy; je to hranica tohto spisu. Rozpory v počtoch, navigácii a signáloch zostávajú
označené. Zásah letu 902 v roku 1978 sa dôsledne odlišuje od KAL 007 z roku 1983.







The examined sources do not establish a CIA assignment or hidden reconnaissance equipment. This is a limit of
the present dossier, not a claim that every archive has been exhausted. Disagreements about counts, navigation
and signals remain visible. The 1978 Flight 902 incident is kept distinct from KAL 007 in 1983.
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PETER DAVID BETER — SD15 / KAL 902
REGISTER PRAMEŇOV / SOURCE REGISTER
Overené / Checked: 10 October 2026. Incident: 20 April 1978; AL33: 28 April 1978.


METÓDA / METHOD
Slovenské aj anglické texty sú nové redakčné parafrázy. Označenie TVRDENIE / CLAIM patrí Beterovmu podaniu;
ďalšie popisky uvádzajú historický kontext, svedeckú výpoveď alebo vlastnú redakčnú analýzu. Ilustrácie vznikli
osobitne cez image generation; nejde o fotografie, dokumenty ani presné technické výkresy.
Both language editions contain new editorial paraphrases. CLAIM identifies Beter's account. Other captions provide
historical context, attributed testimony or editorial reasoning. Newly generated illustrations are not archival
photographs, documents or exact engineering drawings.


[P1] Peter David Beter, Audio Letter 33, 28 April 1978.
https://www.peterdavidbeter.com/docs/all/dbal33.html
Prečítané celé / Read in full: introduction, Topics 1–3 and closing. Topic 2 is the direct source of the alleged
espionage mission, coded CIA link, satellite-loss explanation and connection to Vance's diplomacy. Topic 1
provides the surrounding financial narrative; Topic 3 the wider warning about war. The transcript is evidence of
what Beter said, not independent corroboration. Its page states that it is reproduced under an open license
granted by Audio Books, Inc. No invented dialogue is attributed to Beter or passengers.


[H1] Pan Am Historical Foundation, Korean Airlines Flight 902: A Brush with Death / The Star of Hope.
https://www.panam.org/jet-age/fate-of-the-star-of-hope
Institutional airline history: planned Paris–Anchorage–Seoul route, airframe background, damage, lake landing,
evacuation by Pan Am 727. It reports 110 aboard and leaves guns versus missile uncertain. It is a retrospective
account drawing on contemporary news, not the original flight-data record. Its claim that the captain had flown the
route many times differs from H2; the comic does not decide that point.


[H2] George L. Rueckert, KAL 902 is Down: When the Soviets Attacked an Airliner.
https://historynet.com/kal-902-is-down-when-the-soviets-attacked-an-airliner/
Published 2 December 2019; originally in Aviation History, January 2020. First-person account by the U.S. diplomat
involved in the handover; based on contemporaneous notes, debriefings and press reports. Used for disputed
intercept signals, the missile account, evacuation and detention/release. His listed 97 passengers and 16 crew
total 113, unlike H1's 110; neither is silently converted into a definitive manifest. His direct participation concerns
the aftermath; flight details are reconstructed, not eyewitness observation from the aircraft. Arrival in Copenhagen
is dated 29 April in the reproduced AP photograph caption.


[H3] International Civil Aviation Organization, SGWI/2 report, Appendix 1, Airline War Risks Liability
Losses.
https://www.icao.int/secretariat/legal/Meetings/sgwi2_report.pdf
The table separately identifies the 20 April 1978 Boeing 707, HL7429, and the 1 September 1983 Boeing 747,
HL7442. Used only for aircraft/date identity and keeping KAL 902 separate from KAL 007. This insurance-oriented
table is not a causal accident investigation.


[H4] U.S. Federal Aviation Administration, Flight Operations Group, Oceanic and Remote operations;
Polar and Areas of Magnetic Unreliability guidance.
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/offices/afx/afs/afs400/afs410/oceanic_remote
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/atpubs/aip_html/part2_enr_section_4.1.html
Used for general navigation concepts and the existence of special polar/magnetic guidance. Modern FAA guidance
does not prove the equipment fit or exact failure mechanism of HL7429 in 1978. The dossier does not impose
modern GPS procedures on a 1978 cockpit.


[H5] Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, Ambassador Peter Tomsen, oral history, Part I.
https://adst.org/OH%20TOCs/Tomsen.Peter.Pt1.pdf
Initial interview 20 April 2016; copyright 2022 ADST. Relevant passage: printed pages 260–261 (PDF pages
260–261, counting the first page as 1). Tomsen discusses Kapitsa, the Soviet attack and negotiation over release.
He recalls rockets and a frozen-lake landing. His characterization of the victims' nationality and his passenger
arithmetic differ from other accounts and are not adopted. Oral history is attributed testimony, not a substitute for







flight or weapons records.


[H6] David S. F. Portree, Mir Hardware Heritage, NASA RP-1357, 1995.
https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/static/history/sp-4225/documentation/mhh/mirheritage.pdf
Sections 3.2 and 3.3.4; printed pages 157 and 160 (PDF pages 171 and 174). Cosmos 929: unmanned TKS flight,
launched 17 July 1977; capsule separated 18 August; orbital FGB deliberately deorbited 2 February 1978. This
supplies an independently documented hardware identity, unlike the beam-interceptor role in P1.


[H7] U.S. National Reconnaissance Office, Declassified NRO Programs and Projects, HEXAGON
(1971–1986).
https://www.nro.gov/foia-home/foia-declassified-nro-programs-and-projects/
Institutional program description: panoramic stereo photography, film-return vehicles, missions 1201–1220. Used
for the existence and nature of the reconnaissance program, not a claim about exact global coverage at the time
of KAL 902.


[H8] National Reconnaissance Office, NRO History in Photos, 2024.
https://www.nro.gov/Portals/135/Documents/history/csnr/NRO_History_in_Photos_7May2024_web.pdf
https://www.nro.gov/Portals/65/documents/history/csnr/articles/docs/journal-03.pdf
The institutional histories describe the continuation of HEXAGON through the 1980s, with 19 successful launches
and failure of the final launch in 1986. A program history cannot certify every satellite's availability on one day, but
it contradicts an inference that U.S. satellite reconnaissance ceased permanently in 1978. Spacecraft artwork is
conceptual, not an authenticated image of a specific mission.


[H9] U.S. Department of State, FRUS 1969–1976, Volume XXXIII, SALT II, 1972–1980, document 200.
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76v33/d200
Vance to State, Moscow, 20 April 1978, 2135Z. Documents the private Gromyko discussion, negotiating proposals
and remaining issues. It confirms the actual meeting, not the alleged intelligence link to KAL 902.


[H10] Same FRUS volume, document 201.
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1969-76v33/d201
Vance to State, Moscow, 20 April 1978, 2215Z. Records the day's delegation meetings and disagreement over
treaty provisions. No flight-tasking order or secret passenger-aircraft mission is established by this document.


[H11] FRUS 1977–1980, Volume I, Foundations of Foreign Policy, document 76.
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1977-80v01/d76
Brzezinski to Carter, 21 April 1978, NSC Weekly Report 55. The Asian-policy discussion includes adjustments to
Korean troop withdrawals. Used to distinguish a documented policy issue from Beter's alleged quid pro quo.
Temporal association is not proof of causation.


[H12] Republic of Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Open Data event record EV02167.
https://opendata.mofa.go.kr/core/resource/Event/EV02167.page
Institutional event index for the 1978 Korean Air 902 shootdown / Murmansk incident and related organizations.
Used as a catalog cross-check, not as evidence for details absent from the record. A linked catalog entry is not the
underlying diplomatic file.


ZÁVER OVERENIA / VERIFICATION LIMIT
Preskúmané zdroje nepotvrdzujú zadanie CIA ani tajnú aparatúru na palube. To nie je vyhlásenie, že sme
preskúmali všetky existujúce archívy; je to hranica tohto spisu. Rozpory v počtoch, navigácii a signáloch zostávajú
označené. Zásah letu 902 v roku 1978 sa dôsledne odlišuje od KAL 007 z roku 1983.
The examined sources do not establish a CIA assignment or hidden reconnaissance equipment. This is a limit of
the present dossier, not a claim that every archive has been exhausted. Disagreements about counts, navigation
and signals remain visible. The 1978 Flight 902 incident is kept distinct from KAL 007 in 1983.





