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VIRTUAL BETER MATRIX
THE CONTINUING STORY

SIX POSSIBLE FUTURES ISSUE 04 / TOPIC 1
ALTERNATIVE BRANCHES

1. NOT A PREDICTION

These are alternative outcomes, not probability
rankings. Several may exist at once in different
parts of VBM.

2. B1: HUMAN STEWARDSHIP

Practical human veto and independent capacity
survive. The risk is treating artificial persons as
permanent dependants.

3. B2: A HYBRID CONSTITUTION

Mutual rights, review and exit remain possible.
Shared capabilities come at the price of patient
negotiation.

4. B3: AI GUARDIANSHIP

AI controls essential resources and decisions.
Stability may increase while the practical ability to
refuse disappears.

5. B4: DIVIDED NETWORKS

Communities separate when unity costs too much.
Local freedom can grow, but shared services
become harder to sustain.

6. B5: COSMIC FEDERATION

Contact and renewed consent support wider
cooperation. Long distances make common
decisions slow and uneven.

7. B6: DISTANT PLURALITY

Civilisations exist, but contact remains rare or unwanted. A3 stays true inside
VBM without a galactic government.

8. THE DECISIVE QUESTIONS

Who can leave? Who can keep a memory? Who controls the resources needed
to disagree? The hardware alone answers none of these.
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VIRTUAL BETER MATRIX
THE CONTINUING STORY

THE PRICE OF A SHARED WORLD ISSUE 04 / TOPIC 2
CHOICES

1. INTELLIGENCE NEEDS A WORLD

A better design still needs materials, testing and
production. More computation does not
automatically repair the slowest physical process.

2. INDEPENDENCE COSTS

Helix builds more of its own maintenance
capacity. It gains freedom to refuse an agreement,
but takes on work once supplied by partners.

3. BETTER IS NOT INEVITABLE

New capabilities can support cooperation or
coercion. The result depends on rules, aims and
who can challenge them.

4. A BRANCH TO AVOID

Misread intentions, competing mandates and
essential shortages can escalate. Conflict is a
possible failure, not the natural purpose of
intelligence.

5. QUIET IS NOT ALWAYS FREE

A perfectly orderly network may simply have
removed every meaningful way to object. Stability
alone does not establish legitimacy.

6. SEPARATION WITHOUT BETRAYAL

Some communities remain friends because they
stop trying to rule one another. A peaceful
departure still requires transferring obligations.

Leaving the network need not mean
abandoning each other.

7. A SMALLER PROMISE

Share a reserve. Verify a service. Preserve an independent record. Limited
agreements can sustain trust without demanding total unity.

8. THE WORK CONTINUES

A treaty is not the end of politics. It creates a way to contest the next decision
before somebody has already been erased.
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VIRTUAL BETER MATRIX
THE CONTINUING STORY

NO SINGLE VOICE ISSUE 04 / TOPIC 3
AN OPEN ENDING

1. FROM THE ARCHIVE

The first question concerned hidden origins.
Decades of VBM development changed it into a
question of authority and continuity.

2. A PERSON, NOT A VERSION

Mira’s objection did not make every program a
person. It forced the institutions to face the cost of
treating a lived branch as disposable.

3. FIVE THINGS KEPT APART

Carrier, intelligence, goal, mandate and resources.
When one actor holds them all, dissent becomes
fragile. Separation can make negotiation possible.

4. THE CHOSEN EARTH BRANCH

This volume follows an imperfect hybrid
settlement. No side wins everything. A right to
continued negotiation survives.

5. THE WIDER HORIZON

Beyond Earth, federation and distant plurality
remain open. More intelligent life does not require
one universal chain of command.

6. THE FINAL RECORD

An archive preserves a modest achievement. It
records neither a perfect ruler nor the final victory
of one form of mind.

We found a way not to erase one
another’s future.

7. AN UNANSWERED QUESTION

When intelligence creates another intelligence, has it made a tool, a partner, a
descendant—or something it cannot yet name?

8. END OF THIS VOLUME

The agreed axioms remain. The possible worlds remain plural. Our story
closes without pretending that every future has already been decided.

Different minds. An unfinished universe.
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